
STATEMENT: DISPLAY OF HUMAN REMAINS AT NEW STONEHENGE 
VISITOR CENTRE 
  
After careful consideration English Heritage Commissioners have today endorsed the 
proposal to display the remains of three human burials as part of the permanent display 
at the new Stonehenge visitor centre. There is strong consensus that English Heritage 
has a public duty to communicate all the key narratives and archaeological findings to 
the public.  
 
Our proposal is consistent with current museum practice across the UK. Their 
presentation, treatment and storage will follow strict guidelines set out by the UK 
government’s Department of Culture, Media and Sport. Visitors will be made aware of 
the display before they enter the exhibition. Visitor research also shows that the vast 
majority of museum visitors are comfortable with, and often expect to see, human 
remains as part of displays. 
 
Stonehenge is the focus of a ceremonial and ritual landscape shaped by prehistoric 
people for over 1,500 years. The exhibition puts at its centre the people associated with 
it and as such, the remains have a rightful place in the exhibition.  
 
KEY FACT: The three sets of human remains on display have been in the care of 
scholarly institutions for at least 10 years and do not include any freshly excavated 
material. Two were excavated over 50 years ago and the third was uncovered during 
road improvement works in 2001. If English Heritage was not displaying them, they 
would remain in the collections of the Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum and the 
Duckworth Collection, University of Cambridge.  
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