Honouring the Ancient Dead

Promoting Respect & Dignity for Those Who Have Gone Before
Your Local Museum Project Questionnaire
Name and location of the museum : Bury Art Museum & Sculpture Centre
Who the museum is mainly funded by, i.e. local authority, university, heritage trust or other? Local Authority.
How many human remains are in its collection, and how many of those are of ancient British provenance, pre-Christian or in other way Pagan?
BUYGM.2010. 45 - Irwell bones - Whitelow Hill, Bronze Age cairn-circle, Ramsbottom near Bury discovered in 1960 by members of Bury Archaeological Group. The excavation revealed a developed and somewhat complicated structure containing more than a dozen cremation burials, many accompanied by artefacts and pottery of a relatively early date. We have these bone fragments in our collection.

BUYGM. T430, T675 T677 – Bronze Age bone fragments from Bank Lane Cairn, Shuttleworth, nr Bury.
BUYGM. T658-Human Skull – no documentation about this object.
How many of these human remains are well documented, with clear context of date and place of exhumation?

See above
Where there are human remains in store, is there


(a) a history of use? part

(b) potential for use, in display, education or scientific analysis? yes
Does the museum have a disposal policy, and is it including human remains with negligible potential in its discussions about disposal? yes
What sources of information about these human remains are in the public domain and where? (Note: the DCMS Guidance for the Care of Human Remains in Museums states that museums have a responsibility to make this information available.) In archaeological reports etc
Are any of these remains currently on display and in what context? Can you say anything of the opinion of museum staff, the local community, or other interested parties, about this display? None on display at the moment
Does the museum hold any iconic human remains, e.g. complete skeletons with a well documented story, or those considered of national or local importance, and are these on display? no
Has the museum used or considered using replicas in displays? If not, why not and what would you find useful in moving to these? If you have, what response did these receive? no
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